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U.S. Foreign Born Latino Combat Warrior's
— T he State of Arizona will be enforcing SB1070 sood &aw enforce-
éw ment agencies will be engaging in stopping one védsonable cause

who fits the description of a Latino and ask faogdrof citizenship.

We read the local newspaper blocs and realize thenere emphasis
on Latino's racial sentiments these days agairtgid.andocumented

workers in this country. It is also clear that thex an increasing rise 0
hate towards Latino's for both U.S. born and undwented.

f

These so-called "right wing conservatives” do eatlize that our
Brothers and Sisters of Latino decent have madefgignt contribu-
tions to this great nation of ours. For exampleridalLance Cpl. Jose
8§ Gutierrez was an orphan who made his way to the ftb& the streets
of Guatemala City. Based: Camp PendletiBattalion, 1st Marines,
1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Forca@orting Opera-
Sqt. Rafael Peralta , UsicC 110N Iragi Freedom Died: March 21, 2003 Umm Qasa), Irag. He is

believed to be the second U.S. serviceman to diennbat in Irag. A
month after he was killed, he was awarded citizgngkccording to the L.A. Times "about 500
Californians who have lost their lives in the wardraqg and Afghanistan, at least 59 were im-
migrants, and 30 of those service personnel wenrddde born.

Army Cpl. Victor H. Toledo-Pulido at the age of Asvsmuggled from Mexico through rugged
mountains into California. He and another soldierankilled in May 2007 when a roadside
bomb exploded near their vehicle southeast of Bagh@pl. Victor H. Toledo-Pulido stated
"They judge us, and they say we just come to th&e jobs and positions, but we also make
sacrifices. Victor worked since he was little, lire ffields and in restaurants,” his mother, Mari
Gaspar, said after the 22-year-old was Killed. s Mexican, but he thought like an Ameri-
can. And he gave his life for this country.”

Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta, 25, (pictured above}fsaT immigrant from Mexico, enlisted the
day he got his green card work permit. In Noven#$¥4, Sgt. Peralta threw his body on a gr
nade by an insurgent in Fallujah, Irag. Sgt Perakaived the Navy Cross. The American Gl
Forum has mounted an all out campaign to have tbgident of the United States review the
facts and award the Medal of Honor to Sgt. Rafaehla. "If he hadn't done what he did, a lo
of us wouldn't be seeing our families again," daidce Cpl. Travis J. Kaemmerer, who wit-
nessed the blast"
manent residency. And that Nationwide, about 69 &@iye-duty military personnel were born
outside the U.S., about 5% of the total.

Army Spc. Luis Ayala, 21, of South Gate was bora tmother who came to the U.S. illegally.
He was killed in late 2006 when a roadside bombaglgd near him while on patrol near Taji,
Irag. While stationed in Germany the year befoeewhote to an immigration judge to say it w.
unfair that he should be fighting for the UniteciSs while the government denied his mother
legal residency. The judge agreed.

These are just a few of cases about Latino Wargmiag up their lives for this country, yet its
not even shared in our schools, colleges, civictimge and levels of government. There are a
significant number of additional cases from thet pifferent wars, which Latino soldiers gave
their lives for all Americans. | am hoping thatshirticle will bring value to your communities.
So that the next time you encounter someone makengfi- Latino Immigrants racial slur, that
you take an intelligent stand by sharing this caitknowledge with themlohn J. Lopez

. Foreign-born legal residentsaoést in the U.S. military once they have per-

e
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VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER (VSO) TRAINING

| met with Jim Rowoldt, State VFW Adjutant Quartermas
ter, in Sacramento last week in regard to VSO itngin

Mr. Louie Lopez, our liaison to the California Depf

VA, put this meeting together after | called hinmste
what the California Dept. of Veterans Affairs (CDYA
could do to help our AGIF/CA VSO Program progress.

As all of you know, our VSO Program has not advance
it's been stagnant/dormant for a long time. Thidue to
poor leadership mostly mine, wherein | was dumbiizeh
and even staggered, when | couldn’t find a wayisera
tangle ourselves from the manner in which the V3® P
gram is being managed.

We now have a manner in which to circumvent ous@né
VSO training situation by partnering with the VFW o
ganization to train Forum members as VSO’s.

Jim Rowoldt from the VFW and | have tentativelyegp to a joint working relationship whereby theyl firnish their VSO'’s to
train our Forum members. And all Forum members péds the test will definitely get a VSO certifieaind/or a certified VSO
card from the DC General Consul, depending ondtiel lof training, for either of the three followiM$O levels/categories:

#1) Chapter Service Officers (CSQO’s) (1st level)

This level is the highest rank of VSO's and reguiadot more training. They can fill out and signnfis, submit claims, prep Vet-
erans and go to VA hearings with the Veteransthistlevel, each trainee must learn and pass tite 38 — level of competency
that is composed of two books about 2” thick. ®eweeight Forum members have achieved this level.

#2) Assistant Chapter Service Officers (Asst. CS®) (2 level)

They learn enough to fill out forms (not sign)giaide Veterans to remember war incidents and hewfficiently and dramati-
cally affected them, to be eligible to receive Védnmpensation. They learn the forms and help Vetei@afil in the initial five or
six forms needed to submit to the level 1 ChapeviSe Officers (CSO’s). These Asst. CSO's reqléss training than the
CSO'’s of level 1.

#3) Field Service Officers (FVSO's) (8 level)
They learn VA benefits and are a little less knalgkeable than the previous levels and are the chapmbers who are out in the
community, or while at work or meetings, and cdk samewhat intelligently about Veteran benefiteey can also help Veterans
fill in the initial six or seven claim forms, bubtsign. They require less formal training than#fieand 2 VSO's.

This is the manner in which we can work with theW'ko ascertain VSO training for our Forum membaran efficient and pro-
fessional method throughout California and/or wheeehave chapters willing to have their membelisédto become VSO's:

1) They will furnish a VFW Certified VSO to trairuomembers. They will charge us for travel onlyt ogernight lodging. But
will charge us $25.00 for training materials fockeatudent.

2) They furnish all training materials:

“Guide for Post Service Officers Veterans Benéfits.

“Guide for “Basic Skills Level Service Officers Tingng” (Student Guide)
“Post (Chapter) Service Officers Reference Guide.”

“A Guide for Chapter Service Officers/Veterans Bi@gsé

We signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) liwdh the VFW and AGIF/CA are in agreement to wargether in the
training of Forum members to become VSOs.

I’'m asking you to please respond to the VSO matbewve can immediately restart our VSO traininge @klay in training has
gone on for too longillie Galvan
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SAN JOSE VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL FOUNDATION

Dear Comrades,

On behalf of the San José Vietnham War Memorial Foundation our mission is to erect a monument in the city of San
José, California, to honor, distinguish and remember the 143 “Sons of San José” servicemen, who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice during the Vietham War. Officially on record, they are the KIA (Killed in Action) and MIA (Missing in
Action) who registered in San José, California.

The Vietnam War Memorial Monument will serve as a tribute to the surviving Vietnam Veterans, who, upon their
return home, did not receive our country’s traditional and patriotic hero’s welcome. It will also serve as an educa-
tional tool to remind past, present and future generations of the challenges and sacrifices that are necessary in or-
der for all of us to live in a free country. We truly seek merit for those who gave their lives and to fill a need for ac-
knowledgement.

The war memorial monument will also bring all of San José’s diverse communities together. It will become a tran-
quil gathering place for veterans and family members to share personal stories about comrades and loved ones,
thus promoting comfort, healing, and quality of life.

San José is second to Los Angeles in the State of California with the most lives lost in combat during the Vietnam
War. While other smaller cities in California have remembered their fallen sons, San José, which is the largest city
in northern California, has yet to erect a monument in their honor. It is long overdue that San José recognizes our
courageous men. This memorial monument will provide the much needed closure that families of our fallen com-
rades, now resting in hollowed grounds, need to declare their sons did not die in vain.

Please visit our website at www.sjwarmemorial.com and review the names of our fallen comrades, America’s
youngest generation who served in America’s longest war.

The Board members of the San José Vietnam War Memorial Foundation are cordially asking for your support. A
U.S. Congressman, State Assemblyman, Local City Council Members, local Latino professional groups and the
AGIF State Commander have acknowledged full endorsement. We have a tall mountain to climb but we are ex-
tremely confident that together we will reach the top and leave no one behind.

Michael R. Salas

SJ Vietnam War Memorial Foundation
Board of Directors
mswarl3@yahoo.com

Newly elected San Jose Gl Forum Board
of Directors L/R:

Augie Lerma Recording Secretary, Cyn
thia Mendez Treasurer, Pete Espinoza
Chaplain, Mario Sanchez Commander,
Roy Avila Sr. Sgt. @ Arms, Marie De La
Cruz, Correspondence Secretary, Antoni
Chavez Vice Commander
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THE AMERICAN Gl FORUM OF CALIFORNIA

T he AGIF/CA has been in existence since 1958 inf@ala, and is a subsidi-
ary of the much larger AGIF of the U.S. that watslesshed in 1948 by Dr.
Hector P. Garcia in Corpus Christi, Texas.

The AGIF/CA, with its mission to alleviate, throughucation, unfortunate
conditions and situations within our communitiesg éhose conditions
also affecting Veterans and families, continueit@tion today as it did when it
was founded in 1958 in California.

The AGIF/CA's work is mainly geared to a four-praaféprt:

One: Veterans’ Issues: They are now being addressed mainly through 8&ACA Veterans Outreach Program (VOP).
Funds derived from private sources and corporatibrough the VOP are distributed to those chapter&ing closely with
Veterans and families, especially now for wounded disabled, recently discharged Veterans fromanegwars.

Two:  Civil Rights Issues: The AGIF has and continues to work with our owwil cights representative, MALDEF, and
other community groups on immigration, police blityacases, redistricting, discrimination, schoalsjversity issues, and
on Veterans’ legal issues.

Three: Educational Endeavors: All of the 23 California Forum and Women'’s chapteontinue to fundraise to award
educational grants for those community youth purgtiigher educational goals. Approximately 300osafship grants are
awarded by the AGIF/CA chapter organizations ear.y

Four: Health Initiative: The AGIF serves and coordinates efforts with thealoviders to better accommodate Veterans
families, and the low-income communities to bec@aware and receive appropriate care and medicatibhis. is currently
being done at a drug and alcohol treatment abugercand a primary health clinic operated by twapthrs. Veterans'’
health issues include PTSD, TBI, and other invésilbbunds causing depression, domestic violencesaictle.

The AGIF/CA is involved, above and beyond thatadiementioned, in political legislation in suppoftcommunity issues
on behalf of Veterans, members, and the communigrge.

Many of our chapters are now non-profit 501(c)3efedly exempt organizations, becoming self-sust@nprocuring their
own funds to benefit the four-prong mission of Borum’s community involvement.

We continue to recommend that each chapter andrttegnbership not only follow the AGIF/CA missionythio venture out
and pursue other avenues to assist in issues agdapns pertinent to their communities.
Willie Galvan

=

LARRY AMAYA CHAPTER ELECTS OFFICERS

The Los Angeles Larry Amaya Chapter conducted tyesrly elections of officers on Saturday, May 81@, and results
are as follows:

Commander, Eddie Morin eddie_morin@sbcglobal.net Vice-Commander, Fernando Del Rio delrio@vicsing.or
Treasurer, Arturo Cuevas artiecuevas@gmail.com ecredary, Jerry Jaramillo
Chaplain, Ruben Treviso RubenTreviso2004@yahaoo.coSgt. at Arms, Muhammad Amin

Congratulations to Eddie Morin on getting electes@ander and all the other Chapter Officers. Fperaging all to
keep the lines of communication open and in thgara, we'll do everything possible to help theptbato continue their
community and Veterans work to stay alive. Thaokalt who attended and voted for the new officers.
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CINCO DE MAYO, SAN JOSE

Safeway/National Hispanic University Hermelinda Safen, Grand Marshal

By all accounts, the Cinco de Mayo celebration iwickmwn San Jose was a great celebration. The SanCleapter pulled all
the stops in sponsoring and coordinating the hwgateon a sun filled Sunday May 2, 2010. Beginniriily a parade numbering
over 100 entries that included; floats, decoratedrider cars, musicians, cultural dancers, chamosnted on their beautiful
horses, novelty units and of course an array dfipall VIP’s riding on open custom cars. The ceéglom of Cinco de Mayo
pays tribute to the rag tag Mexican Army that defddahe French at the Battle of Puebla in 1862.

Hermelinda Sapien, CEO of The Center for Employnieatning headed the Parade as the “Cinco De M29d'0 Grand Mar-
shal. Though the colorful parade was focused orcéhebration of Mexican Heritage, the crowd’s thiougere also on the issue
of the times, immigration. Attendees including Casggwoman Zoe Lofgren expressed views and conogersArizona’s SB
1070 and its effect on people everywhere.

The festivities followed the parade at Discoveryadews Park where music, food, arts and crafts amchrother entertainment
was found in abundance. Scores of people enteeegates and peacefully spent the afternoon enjdhimgvarm sun, food and
entertainment. Beginning at 10 am and continuirtg drpm men, women and children flowed into thekpahere performers,
vendors and volunteers served up a fun filled Bié&txicana. Two main stages carried entertainnesitifing a variety of mu-
sic and singers. At the South end of the park wagr@ stage featuring folkloric dancers and amyof children's activities in-
cluding arts and crafts, face painting and othéwities to the delight of the younger attendees.

The San Jose Chapter is a veteran service orgmmzztthe National American Gl forum. The servarganization promotes
cultural pride among other civic endeavors and adias for the returning veteran in their quesefiimed benefits and assis-
tance in reestablishing themselves after serviag ttountry Augie Lerma

Governor Brewer
Itis a sad day in this country when a bill is lie@onsidered in your state that will undermineRberth Amendment rights of
our citizens. The result of SB 1070 will have auiti@s stopping and questioning any citizen becdugsboks Latino.

The rationalizations offered by the supportershaf bill thinly veil a system that is ultimatelyracial profiling tool. These Ge-
stapo like tactics will affect veterans along withuntless other innocent citizens. There are magrans that live in the state
of Arizona who happen to be Latino. This bill véllibject them and any Latino traveling through tiagesto unreasonable and
unlawful detainment in direct violation of the FduAmendment to the United States Constitutiontii@rmore it would trigger
an inordinate number of lawsuits and burden thetsall the way to the Supreme Court.

The history and founding of the American Gl Foruhthe United States saw just such activities dutivglate 1940s when a
returning WW]I soldier, killed in action in the Hippines, was denied burial in three Rivers Texagpl/ because he was La-
tino. Private Felix Longoria, ultimately buried/Atlington National Cemetery, stands today as atasnt to a long history of
racism in Texas and to the complicity of local goweent in denying a citizen his civil rights. |aseteran and as a staunch
supporter of the U.S. Constitution and the AmeriGr-orum and all of its veterans throughout thététhStates, who served
their country honorably to protect the freedomlbita citizens, implore you to veto this disingemus piece of legislation.
Willie Galvan, California Commander, American Gl Forum
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2010 State Conference

INFORMATION SESSIONS ON

ENERGY, HEALTH, VETERANS BENEFITS &
EDUCATION

Celebrating 52 Years of Service to Veterans

“Veterans Helping Veterans”

Friday & Saturday, June 25 and 26, 2010

Conference Registration Fee: $100 per person.

Please make checks and remit to:
AGIF/CA 2010 State Conference
P. O. Box 1681 Santa Maria, CA 93456

For Conference Information go to: www.agif.orgq

For Sponsorship information, contact:
Willie Galvan, State Commander,wgalvan@verizon.net
(805-714-6015)
or
Roy M. Perez, Co-Chairman,mperez@aol.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Willie Galvan, Commander
805-714-6015
wcgalvan@gmail.com

Fernando Del Rio,*1Vice Commander
323-683-7398
websalsa@pacbell.net

Cajetan (Caje) Segura®/ice Commander
805-588-3589
depsgr@verizon.net

Daniel Morales, Treasurer
951-675-1489
morales9@hotmail.com

Leland Castro, Secretary
559-972-6259
lelandcastro@comcast.net

Pete Magana, Chaplain
760-757-6276
petemagana@agif.org

John Lopez, Sergeant at Arms
310-864-7840
John j. lopez@ngc.com

Francisco Alvarez, Parliamentarian
209-495-2254
francisco.alvarez@mail.standa.org

Adrian Galvan, Asst. Parliamentarian
805-714-2398
adriangalvan12@hotmail.com

WOMEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Helen Galvan, Chairperson
805-928-2274 home 805-478-6230 cell
helen.galvan@gmail.com

Mariana Tinoco, Vice Chairperson
408-267-8034
dlady@agif.or

Sophia Lozano, Treasurer
760-724-1890

jrlozano2@cox.net

Kelley Brinsky, Secretary
916-798-6038
kbrinsky@yahoo.com

Noemi Vera, Chaplain
805-739-3586
Naomi.Vera@chw.edu

Angie Magana, Historian
760-757-6276
rmagana@cox.net

Denise A. Garcia, Sgt @ Arms
916-224-3072
Denise.a.garcia@usace.army.mil
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THE SAN JOSE GI FORUM SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

Since 1972, the San Jose Scholarship Foundatioawsasied well over $1.5 million dollars in schol
arships to Santa Clara County Hispanic high schtumlents accepted at college and universities
throughout the country. Our goal is to providenapte way in which companies and individuals car
support the best Hispanic students graduating 8amta Clara County high schools in pursuit of
higher education. 100% of all money contributedgdirectly to student scholarships. Since many
of the scholarship recipients, graduate and stdlyararea, they are often available for internship
work experience programs, and eventual employment.

The Scholarship Foundation Board of Directors impnsed of members of the San Jose Chapter, theviaisy Chapter, and
individuals representing corporations, local busgas, and community partners. All members offtusdation’s board serve as
volunteers. Each year two major efforts are acdisimpd: a) fundraising to provide the money foraarships awarded, and b)
a promotional & recruitment program designed tooemage Latino students to earn a degree at andittecollege or univer-

sity. Annually applications are made availablelgligh school career counseling offices and maglenloaded for the website
at http://www.sjgif.org

The Scholarship Foundation is a non-profit 501@)xanization. The Foundation fulfills the missiofithe American Gl Fo-
rum's to support education and the mott6ElDUCATION IS OUR FREEDOM; AND FREEDOM SHOULD BEHRXYONE'S
BUSINESS".
CONSIDER DONATING TO THE SAN JOSE GI FORUM SCHOLARSIP FOUNDATION
322 South First Street San Jose, CA 95113 4089288

The San Jose Gl Forum Scholarship Foundation Boardf Directors

Rose Flores, President Hilbert Morales, VicesRlent
Letetia Rodriguez, Treasurer Rosa Campos, RewpSecretary
Jesse Rizzo, Board Member Linda Chavez, Boathbér
Dolores Marquez, Board Member Vivian MirandaaBd Member
Rebecca Campos, Board Member Dr. Nelson PedBioard Member
Cynthia Mendez, Board Member Eloy Campos, Bddethber

General Membership Application

Qualifications to join: Any honorably discharged veteran of the ArmedcEsrof the United States is eligible for membershs
is any person who is approved by the membershippténs hold monthly meetings. The Mid-Year Confeeeis held during the
first quarter of the year. The State Conferendesld during the second quarter of the year andN&t@nal Conference is held in
August. Associates: Returning Irag/Afghanistan raats are being recruited by the AGIF with first yegembership fees waived.
Contact your nearest AGIF Chapter.

Name DUES ( Approximately$30.00for most chaptery
Annual membership dues includes local, state and

Address national dues. Members receive a subscription|to

_ ) The Forumeer, the official AGIF Newsletter, and
City State Zip discounts to the AGIF’s conferences and events.
Chapter Name Mail application and dues to: AGIF State Treas-

. urer Daniel Morales, P. O. Box 52617, Riverside,

Email CA 92517. You may also send application and
Veteran, Yes __ No__ New Member _ Renewal __leMa Female | dues to your nearest AGIF chapter.
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Forumeer Advertising Rates

Full Page $1,000.00
Half Page $ 500.00 %
Quarter Page $ 250.00
Business Card  $ 100.00 %

Reach the AGIF membership by placing
your name and logo in California Forumeer,.

Quarterly Distribution to all members and
sSponsors.

Non Profit Organizations 15% Discount

Contactalerma@agif.org

American Gl Forum
California Forumeer
322 South First Street
San Jose, CA 95113
408-288-9470
408-288-9473 fax

Forumeer on the Web: http://www.agif.org
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3475 Las Vegas Blvd.

Las Vegas, NV 89109
Reservations: 1-888-458-8471
Rates:

$79 1to 2 persons

$109 3to 4 persons

Miguel Gastelo, Chairman San Jose Vet Center Resdtair Committee,
Rocky Chavez, Undersecretary California Veterarfaifs, Juanita
Morales-Euresti, Director San Jose Vet Centehabth Annual Veterans
and Their Families Resource Fair in San Jose, @ald

NATIONAL AGIF CONFERENCE HOTEL INFORMATION

When making your hotel reservation please askifergroup conference rate for the American Gl Foofithe United
States National Conference. Hotels are connectedviglkway—Make your hotel room reservations todaghference
space will be at the Imperial Paladenna M. Flores

IMP/International Meeting Planners, Inc. P.O. B&8Q7 Corpus Christi, Texas 78460-0807 (361) 243545361) 241-

AMERICAN GI FORUM NATIONAL CONFERENCE
THE IMPERIAL PALACE HOTEL
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

JULY 22-25, 2010

3535 Las Vegas Blvd South

Las Vegas, NV 89109
Reservations: 1-866-523-2781
Ask for the New Renovated Rooms
Rates:

$50 1 to 2 persons

$80 3 to 4 persons




